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Jamestown Virginia
The settlement at Jamestown is significant in the history of the United States because it was the first permanent English settlement in 1607 (Bailyn, 2011). Jamestown was also significant since it triggered multiple cultural encounters that were vital in shaping the country. As such, aspects such as aspirations, beliefs, customs, language, and the government that were practiced by early Virginians, were vital in shaping the heritage of the United States. The current United States is founded by the help of many political and social aspects that influence politics and social life. It is worth noting that the journey to Virginia started with three ships, namely the Discovery, Godspeed and the Susan Constant in 1606. In 1607, the travellers settled at Jamestown, naming it after King James 1 (Bailyn, 2011). For that reason, settlement in Virginia is significant since it became the first English permanent as far as North America was concerned. 
The House of Burgess is essential as far as the discussion concerning Jamestown Virginia is concerned. The House was established in Virginia by George Yeardley from 1643-1776 (Kelso, 2006). Again, it was the first ever assembly that was elected in British colonies. Every county was allowed to send two burgesses to the House for representation. Besides, the House of Burgess was fundamental since it oversaw the political administration of the entire colony. On the same note, it was arguably the primary political institution during the English Civil Wars, hence being able to take care of the needs of the colonists. In the 1660s, the House of Burgess became very powerful in such a point that it assumed the role of Supreme Power until the time England was able to recover from the disastrous civil war. 
The English settlers felt that they had certain rights under English Common Law and the unwritten Constitution of the British. The House of Burgess recognized the importance of customs which were called conventions. Although the conventions were unwritten, the House of Burgess allowed people to practice their rights with limitations (Kelso, 2006). However, England wanted to control many things in Virginia hence forcing the king to send one governor after another. The governors were given instructions to reduce the powers of the House of Burgesses. On the same note, the governors attempted to reduce the powers of the House of Burgesses through doing away with annual sessions, taking away their rights on appointing house clerks as well as vetoing their bills on particular issues and subjects.
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